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Aquatic Science is the multidisciplinary study of aquatic systems, encompassing both freshwater and marine systems. Scientific investigations within this field often examine the human impact on and interaction with aquatic systems and range in scale from the molecular level of contaminants to the stresses on entire ecosystems.
Students study a variety of topics that include:
 
History, Navigation, and Maps		Coral Reefs
Properties of Water			Benthic Zones
Ocean Geology				Rocky Coastlines
Groundwater				Sandy Beaches
Watersheds				Open Water (Pelagic) Zones
Aquatic ecology			Polar Seas
					Estuaries and Wetlands		
 
Learning Activities:
· Scientific writing will be a large part of the curriculum for this course, and subsequently, your grade.
· Projects, both group and independent, will make up a significant portion of this course.
· Questioning and class discussion are encouraged throughout the class to help emphasize principles being taught and to help me recognize students having trouble with the concepts.
· Tests and quizzes and tests throughout the nine-weeks will assess the students’ knowledge of the material.  All quizzes will not be announced, so it will be imperative for the student to keep up with the readings and assigned homework to ensure success.
· Homework assignments will be given; however, sometimes you will have the opportunity to work on the assignment in class.

Evaluation:
	Test-------------🡪 50%
Daily------------🡪50%

Materials needed:
· We will utilize technology whenever possible in this class. Feel free to bring your devices, however, polices regarding technology will be enforced. 
· Pen or pencil/paper – something to write with/on EVERY DAY!
· 3 ring Binders
· Additional item for classroom supplies: ________________________

Expectations:	This course is an upper level science course and is designed to help you be successful beyond high school, so I expect you to take care of your business.  That includes your classroom behavior and the time and effort you commit to your grades.  The amount of time you spend preparing for this class will be directly reflected in your grade.   

Laboratory Activities:  We will be participating in laboratory activities and safety will be of the utmost concern.  Students will be required to sign a safety contract and will be expected to follow all safety rules and teacher directions to limit the risk of injury to yourself and others.  
Class rules:
1. Be on time: This means you are in your seat when bell rings
2. Come prepared: Come ready to learn, No sleeping
3. No eating, drinking and gum chewing in class (we are in the lab room).
4. Be polite and respectful – Treat others like you want to be treated by them
5. Follow directions
6. Follow safety procedures at all times
7. Respect school and each other’s property
*** All district and school policies covered in the student handbook will be strictly enforced in this classroom.  
​
The No-No: No video or audio recording of any kind is allowed in my classroom. No picture taking of any kind is allowed in my classroom. I do not give my permission for my image, voice, likeness, etc. to be recorded, taken, or captured at any time for any reason. I do not give my permission for my image, voice, likeness, or a video of me be posted or shared on the Internet or any other electronic or social/shared medium at any time.  See the Student Handbook for clarification on this issue.


I can be reached at:

matthew.schnabl@fortbendisd.com
Thank you!



